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mena which it presents at the time of flowering. The female flowers 
appear floating on the surface, as if in anxious expectation of others 
which they are to fertilize. As if in obedience to their call, the male 
flowers, borne upon a long spiral stem, gradually rise from the bottom of 
the pond, unrolling the long flower-stalk, turn after turn, till they also 
reach the surface. Here they meet the first comers ; they touch, 
and immediately begin to retreat once more to their dark homes 
beneath the waters, where they ripen their seed, and provide for 
new generations." P. 110: "Mount Lebanon separates the Holy 
Land from Syria, above whose loftiest mountains it towers. The 
range has the form of a horse-shoe, and measures not less than 
three thousand miles in length." 

These are but specimens. The italics are ours. 

21). Erodilllll, L'Her. — I had the good fortune to find Erodium cicu- 
larium, L'Her., in full flower yesterday, at Poughkeepsie, near the 
Fall Kill Creek and the Hudson River E. R. There was a small 
patch of it a few inches square under a red cedar, Jitniperus Virgi- 
niana, L. The ground looked to the south-west. Of course the 
plant was perfectly wild and taking care of itself successfully. 
April 9, 1872. James Hyatt. 

27. Marsilia quadrifolia, L. — Found at Dallas, Dallas Co., Texas, 
July, 1870. J. Boll. 

18. Marsilia loilgipes, n. sp., Austin. — About the size of M. vestita, H. 
& (Jr., but more slender and much less hairy ; sporocarp oblong- 
or ovate-lanceolate, about two and a half to three lines long by less 
than one line in thickness, continuous with the peduncle, which is 
an inch or more in length. Mixed with the specimens of M. vestita 
from the Herbarium of Dr. Gray, collected in Oregon, in 1871, by 
ElihuHall. " ' C. F. A. 

29. Maples.— March 12th, 1871, the Silver Maples in the streets of 
Brooklyn were in bloom. This year, the first appearance of flowers 
upon the same trees was April 5th, a difference of twenty-four days, 
so that our season is now about three or four weeks later than last 
year. It seems to be a general impression that the Acer rubrum 
blooms earlier than A. dasycarpum, but with us the latter is always 
ten days or two weeks the earlier. 

The order of blooming is : 1. A. dasycarpum ; 2. A. rubrum ; 
3. A. platanoides ; 4. A. saccharinum ; 5. A. pseudo-platanus. 

J. S. M. 

10. New Publications.— 1. Twenty-third Report of the Regents of the 
University on the New York State Cabinet of Natural History for the 
Year 1869 : Report of the Botanist ; Printed in advance of the Report : 
Albany, 1872 ; pp. 135, with six colored plates of Fungi. — In this 
Report Mr. Peck makes another large and valuable contribution to 
the Flora of the State, especially the Cryptogamic, sixty-seven of 
the Fungi and one Alga being new to science. He gives a list of 
one hundred and twenty species growing on the exposed summit of 
Mt. Marcy ; flowering plants, fifty ; Club Mosses, three ; Mosses, 
thirty-two ; Liverworts, ten ; Lichens, twenty-three ; Fungi, two 
species ; and adds : '• The number of marsh plants growing at this 
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high altitude is remarkable. The necessary conditions . . . arc 
afforded by the clouds and fogs that so frequently envelop the top 
of the mountain." It is highly gratifying that the State has so able 
and active a Botanist. — 2. Report on Botany, read before the Albany 
Inxtiiate, Feb. 6, 1872 ; by Charles H. Peck, A.M.— A large part of 
this Report is devoted to an elucidation of the cause and cure of 
•' black knot " in cherry and plum trees. Mr. Peck concludes the 
disease to be of fungoid nature, having the dual form of C/adospo- 
rium and Sphcvria. A highly interesting account of our new Ar- 
ceuthobium is given, from which we quote : " We infer that the 
history of the plant is as follows : The fruit being mature in 'Sep- 
tember, some bird or other small animil seeks it for food. The 
seeds being covered with a very viscid coat, adhere more or less to 
the beak of the bird or the mouth of the animal, and being a source 
of annoyance to it, they are rubbed off from time to time on the 
branch. Those that adhere through the winter to the young and 
tender shoot of the past season, germinate and form, during the 
first summer, the little hem^pberical buds above mentioned. Dur- 
ing their second season these increase in stature and form their 
flower buds. Probably early in the following season, the third in the 
life of the plant, the flowers expand, and by the middle of September 
the fruit is mature." We are sorry to see that Mr. Peck and Mr. 
Wood have been in haste to name this plant, while Dr. En gel man, 
to whom the subject properly belongs, is engaged in unravelling the 
difficult relations of the species. — 3. A beautiful colored plate of 
lireuoortia Ida-Maia, Wood, with the Article on the genus by Prof. 
Wood, from the Journal of the Academy of Natural Science, in 
which he defends the genus, in opposition to Dr. Gray's view, which 
transfers it to Brodicea. 

SI. Meeting of April !)th.--Present, Messrs. Torrey, Barstow, Bower, 
C. Gerard, Henes, Hyatt, Leggett, LeRoy, Mclntyre, Merriam, 
Payne, Ruger, Wilber, Wood — 14. Mr. Hyatt exhibited Erodium 
cuwlarium in bloom. 

%l. Errata. — Owing to the delays incident upon correcting proofs 
through the post-office, our March No. was kept back till the mid- 
dle of April, yet, nevertheless, is not without flaws. In the § New 
Hepatic ffi. No. 1, 3d par., for " S. aduslum " read " S. aduntim ; '" for 
" Sarawyphus adust us" read " Gymnomilriiim adu.-licm ; " No. 2, 2d 
par., for '• S. densifoliux " read " S. emarginalus ; " p. 14, No. 9, line 
13, insert a hyphen before " oblongisve ; " p. 16, No. 13, 3d par., 
put " : " instead of " ; " after " Mont.," and in 3d line read " leaves 
always obtuse with the bead-like cellules in their centre ; " p. 17, 
No. 15, 3d par., line 5, read "canaliculate;" p. 20, § I'rticfl, read 
" I!, gracilis ; " § Boehmeria, for "Jack" read"Jacq." There are a 
few other obvious typographical faults, and, in numbering the sec- 
tions, two Nos. have been omitted, an error which we shall let 
pass, as it will lead to no inconvenience. 
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